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Chapter 16 Exterior  

Gelcoat 
Tomco recommend waxing the gelcoat three times a year. I’m not that conscientious. I do 
try to get it done twice a year – once at the annual haulout and once sometime in 
between. It is the price we pay for an attractive colored gelcoat hull! 

There seems to be two schools of thought on the best way to protect this gelcoat, in 
general split between West Coat owners and East Coast owners. This is perhaps due to 
the different weathering conditions. 

·  West Coat owners seem to prefer a silicon-type coating like ‘Supercoat’ or 
‘Polyglow’. 

·  East Coast owners seem to prefer traditional wax . 

Waxing 
Greg Clark’s (East Coast dealer) detail guy recommends Meguiars Flagship wax, and 
restoring the color and shine with Meguiars RV and Boat wash and wax. 

Richard and Lauren Rasmussen (AT34 #088 “Secret Beach") report: 

“Our Cabernet AT34 takes a significant beating at its berth in Brookings Oregon. 
High winds, strong seas and outgoing river currents keep it bumping against 
fenders more than most ATs. Consequently hull blemishes develop along the 
fender sites.  

We just completed a haul out whereupon I washed and waxed it with four coats of 
Meguiars. I used an electric buffer to remove the dried wax. I applied each coat of 
wax by hand with a sponge applicator applying appropriate elbow grease. The 
boat shines again, perhaps even more than new. 

I had tried to wax it in the water but it is just not possible to apply the force you 
need at dockside, at least not for me. One 16 oz bottle of wax does both sides and 
stern of hull, with a bit to spare. 

We also use the Meguiars #56 ‘Boat/RV pure wax.’   

Update – Feb 2009.  After 5 years, our 
boat was starting to look a bit oxidized.  
The blue was not as deep or even as it was 
when the boat was new.   

We were in for a haulout at Holland Yard 
in Green Cove Springs, Florida when we 
spotted a ‘Brand N’ tug that was badly 
oxidized being compounded and waxed.  
The hull was transformed from a light 
chalky blue into dark shiny blue.  
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Ours wasn’t that bad, but we thought if they could make that much of a difference with 
Happy Clamz, maybe they could make our boat look better.  These pictures show the 
‘before and after’ – she really looks like a new boat.  

  
They used Aqua Buff 1000 to get rid of the worst of the oxidation, followed by Aqua 
Buff 2000. Then they followed up with a hand wax application of Four Seasons Trewax 
Carnauba paste wax.  More importantly, they used Gary and his big rotary buffer.  He 
painted a thick layer of the Aqua Buff, then used his rotary buffer to compound it into the 
hull. Now Don’t you kids at home try this: If you don’t know what you’re doing with a 
big rotary buffer like this one, you will end up with huge swirl marks on your hull!! 

 

Polymer coating products 
Doug Lindal (AT34 #059 “Sea Bear”) reported on this on the ATUGOA website: 

“I don't know how many of you know of this wonderful product ‘Supercoat’, or 
are using it to maintain your boat's finish instead of conventional marine wax. But 
just in case there are a few that don't, I thought I would introduce it. 
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Supercoat is a polymer finish for new boats that goes on like a Turtle Wax kind of 
product. Don't ask me to explain how it works - read their website for more 
technical information if you care.  

You just apply a thin layer of this rather milky liquid to the entire exterior - hull, 
house, stainless and glass. I use a terry cloth rag taped over a West Marine lambs 
wool covered brush to save my back when reaching all the surfaces. Then throw 
away the terry cloth and once dry (20 minutes on a warm day) you use the lambs 
wool brush to wipe it off. It comes off like a dry powder and you will need to 
violently shake the brush every few minutes to clean it - sort of like cleaning a 
blackboard covered in chalk. You will have to do the stainless rails and the 
various nooks and crannies with another terry cloth rag. 

That's all there is to it. A one day job for one person. No buffing or polishing and 
it wears like an acrylic finish on the fiberglass and works like Rain X on the 
windows, beading up the water. With our colored hulls, the factory recommends 
waxing twice a year and this is definitely easier and cheaper than hiring the local 
waxer/surfer dude who hangs around the boat yards.  

One piece of bad news, it won't help a boat that has been allowed to oxidize - it is 
a surface coating, not a restoration product. I must credit Dave Scott for 
recommending this product. Dave got the information from his boat detailer, Russ 
Avery of Subs n Sail Yacht Service in La Conner. The product was originally 
developed for private airplanes and they now have versions for other toys, like our 
boats.  

The website is: http://www.supercoat.com/five.htm I buy it here in Seattle at 
Fisheries Supply for around $35 a quart and I need about a quart and a half to do 
the job. So for $105 a year and a few sessions in the hot tub to ease your aching 
back, your tug can look 'factory new' too.” 

Hal Farley (“Good Vibrations”  AT34 #073) reports: 
“Here is a data point. We have used Supercoat for 3 years (5 wax jobs) and no 
problems so far and she looks like new.” 

 
Jim Shates (“Annie's Song” AT34 #047) also reports good experiences: 

“I have been using Supercoat for 3 years now, and have had excellent results. I 
haven't noticed any discoloring of the blue hull or yellowing that you get with 
normal wax on the white topside. Doug you are correct I polish the windscreen 
with Supercoat and the wipers do a much job better clearing off the salt spray.” 

 
Dave Scott  reports: 

“More data points: Supercoat has been used on “Primetime” (34-024) for 5 years 
and on “Primetime II” (AT41 #002) for 3 years; both with bi-annual waxing, 
neither has ever been “buffed out”. 

Both boats have been to Alaska twice; both are in the water all year long. Both 
look “as new” (except for the occasional gel coat “maneuvering marks”).  



American Tug 34 Owner Experiences 
 

Chapter 16 Exterior Page 16-4  

Not to be overlooked: East coast boats weather differently than those here in the 
PNW.” 

 

Russ Zink  AT34-10 reports: 
“I purchased a 34 AT hull #10 in FL last December and brought her up to the 
Chesapeake. I have since discovered that the previous owners (Babe or Shibumi) 
put this glowcoat or super coat over the entire boat - it now looks terrible - ex- 
blue color and house bleached out white with peeling glowcoat. I have it in the 
paint booth in Galesville, MD and the cost to clean up the hull and the house will 
be over $13,000!  

Love the boat, but never recommend any aftermarket coating. Going to paint the 
boat Fighting Lady Yellow with a flag blue boot strip. Will send photos when 
completed - if I can afford it.” 

 

Authors’ note: We used a similar product, called Polyglow (I think?), on our sailboat 
which was berthed in Florida for years. It looked absolutely wonderful when we first put 
it on – but boy were we sorry after a few years. After a year of the intense Florida sun 
baking the boat, it started to peel. It was like a very bad sunburn that we couldn’t easily 
fix.  Mind you, that was in Florida and it was quite a long time ago. It could be that it has 
improved over the years??  

Not sure if anyone in Florida has used Supercoat or equivalent. If so, it would be great to 
get their feedback. 

Repair 
The colored gelcoat is pretty thick (around 20 thousand of an inch, I think??) and I’ve 
buffed-out even pretty deep ‘Braille docking’ marks.  

If all else fails and you do need some matching gelcoat to do a repair, Tomco have 
provided their standard color code list to GCP, a company located in Seattle.  

Marla Reis from Tomco reports: 

“They are willing to mix ½ of the gel into a paste, which has a shelf life of a 
couple of years. Tomco will be working closely with them to make sure the coded 
colors actually match American Tug colors. The GCP people are very 
knowledgeable and helpful: however, we’ve been cautioned that the freight is 
pricey, as it’s considered “Haz-Mat”.  
Feel free to contact the factory if you need your color code.  
The phone number for GCP is (206)781-1162” 

Bow Rails 

Draining water from Bow Rails 
Pete Balkus (AT34 #021 “Braveheart”) discovered in 2006: 
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“Upon waxing our stainless steel hand rails in preparation for launch I discover 
that our last vertical rail on the starboard side near the pilot house door has a 3in 
bulge in it, and it has split open along the weld seam approximately 12in up from 
the base where it mounts to the deck.” 

Bill Pyszka (AT34 #058 “Muddy Paws”) discovered the same problem in early 2007. 

Tomco did some investigation, and Kurt mentioned the results at the 2007 East Coast 
Rendezvous this year.  

The problem seems to be leakage though the removable 'V' piece in the very front of the 
bow rails, and the water drains along the top rail and accumulates in the LAST stanchion 
by the pilothouse door (AT34) or the stern (AT41). All the other vertical stanchions are 
welded to the top rail, and so are sealed.  

Kurt said that the Factory now 'glues' the V piece in place and has just started installing 
internal drain tubes under the rail mount from the 2007 model year onward: 34's from 
hull # 116 and 41's from hull # 30. This draining method is not retro-fittable – older boats 
need a small hole drilled in each side of  the bow rail. 

He recommends for all other American Tugs (AT34s and AT41s): 

·  Center-punch the rail, about 1/4in up from the base, on the rear sloped edge of the 
last stanchion 

·  Drill a 1/8in hole at the base of the aft-most stanchion, on each side of the boat. I 
used a regular high-speed-steel bit, but carbide would be better. It took about 2 
minutes to drill through the steel on each side. 

·  Stand-back - there'll be water in there... 

·  The hole is not noticeable once done. 

·  Try to smear some sealant in the joint up forward on the top of the bow railing.  

The only way to remove the V piece and properly seal it is to remove one side of the bow 
rail - and you don't want to do that – it’s a big project.  

For some data-points, I walked up and down the dock during the 2007 Rendezvous 
drilling holes in other people's Tugs. It’s much more fun than drilling your own…  

 

Our boat (2003 hull #48) had 
probably 1 foot of water in 
each side. (It is hard to judge 
exactly, but it drained for 
maybe a minute each side) This 
is a photo of my boat 'spraying' 
water.   

(I think this is a 'Guy Thing’ !) 
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2005(?) AT34 “Dim Sum” had maybe 1 foot of water (which was rusty) in the starboard 
side, but very little in the port side.  

2006 (?) AT34 “Kathie B” had maybe 1 ft of water in each side.  

2004 AT41 #001 “Higher Ground” had maybe 1-2 ft in each side. 

In all cases it was fresh or brackish water. I think it’s mostly rainwater. No, I didn’t send 
it to CSI, I tasted it – another ‘Guy Thing’. 

Pete Balkus (AT34 #021 “Braveheart”)  reported that when he drilled these holes, the 
port side rail drained for about 1 minute with quite a stream, and the starboard side rail 
(that froze and cracked last winter) went for about 25 seconds.  

Bob Lundstrom (AT41) reported about a quart of water in each side. 

 
This is something EVERY Tug (34 and 41) should do, especially those in 'winterizing' 
climates. It’s cheap and easy, and the alternative is split bow rail(s). 

Cleaning Stainless Steel 
Stainless steel is not ‘stain free’ – especially for boats exposed to salt water.  We have 
found Flitz polish to work really well at removing those little rust stains that develop on 
the stainless over time.  It also works well to remove the rust stains that can develop on 
the gelcoat at the base of stanchions.  

Cockpit waterproofing  
I’ve been bothered by the amount of water that comes into the rear cockpit at certain 
speeds. It’s worse when I’m running at around 1800-2000RPM, but it also occurs when 
going slow, or at anchor whenever a ‘Sea Ray Storm’ strikes, and wakes break under the 
swim platform.  

It’s not just cosmetic. The water gets into the propane locker AND the lazarette, and is 
causing some corrosion there. 

In correspondence with other owners, they have had similar problems, and have come up 
with a few different solutions. I’ve listed all the different solutions here, to give a range 
of options. 

I attacked the problem in 3 ways: 

1. I fabricated a ‘dam’ of Starboard to close the gap under the cockpit gate based on 
a design that Kurt sent me.   

2. Kurt also sent me a replacement gasket for the lazarette hatch. 
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3. Tomco now install a splash shield under the slots in the swim platform on newer 
AT34s. Kurt was kind enough to send me one of these as well.  

Dam with Scuppers 
I used ½ inch Starboard – you’ll need a piece about 2 ¾ in high X 24 in long. A plastics 
fabrication shop in Annapolis charged me all of $9 for this bit….. 

 
 
The first picture is a view from the inside of the cockpit with the cockpit door open.  The 
second is a picture as viewed from the outside of the boat. 

I cut-out two long slots for scuppers, and secured the neoprene with large washers to 
spread-out the tension. I used 3/32 in neoprene for the scupper valves. 

The two cleats that hold the board in place are approx 2 inches by 1 inch by 1 inch, and 
are screwed in place with plenty of bedding compound. 

 

Other owners have used 24in lengths of ‘Swim Noodles’ (the circular foam children’s 
swim float)), with a line through the middle to aid in quick removal. 

 
Tomco are now supplying these dams with new boats. In the past they have been willing 
to supply these to owners of older boats. Its worth asking – as their version is a little 
better-made than mine! 

 
Lazarette Gasket Replacement 
According to Kurt, the lazarette hatch dog catch should be tight enough that you have to 
stand on it with one foot to operate the latch. There are two nuts on the swiveling arm 
that adjust the tension.   Mine has never been that tight before.  

If the gasket material has been compromised, it should be replaced. It’s a pretty easy task: 
the replacement gasket has a self-adhesive side. Once the old gasket, and all trace of old 
adhesive are removed, the new gasket sticks in place. We used rubbing alcohol to remove 
all of the old adhesive and clean the area before installing the new gasket. Clamp the 
hatch down tight, then  re-adjust the latch the next day, as the gasket flattens-out 
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noticeably. 

Tomco Splash Shield 
Later AT34s (around Hull# 55 maybe ??) have a splash shields installed under the swim 
platform under the three open slots between the platform and the boat. They act like 
baffles to prevent most of the water from entering the slots in the swim platform at 
certain speeds. According to Kurt, even with these splash shields in place, there can still 
be situations where speed, weight and sea conditions will allow some water to enter 
through the transom door and wash over the lazarette hatch. 

They are fiberglass moldings, (the center one is a little over 2ft long and about 6in wide), 
in the shape of a ‘step’, and gelcoated on the upper side. They are ‘glued’ to the boat with 
3M 5200. 

And the Ultimate Fix: in 2008, as part of a comprehensive redesign of the deck moulds, 
Tomco redesigned the cockpit floor. Newer ATs have a slightly raised cockpit floor, and 
a moulded-in dam across the bottom of the transom door. 

 
Of all these 3 modifications, the most effective, by far, was the Dam across the bottom of 
the transom door. It’s well worth doing.  

Additional non-skid 
After slipping once too often, we’ve added a small area of self-adhesive non-skip tape to 
each side of the boat gunwale in the cockpit, just above the step. 

Radar Mast 

Retaining pin 
We replaced the standard machine screw on the forward arm of the arch with a ¼ in 
‘Fastpin’ quick release pin to easily lower the radar arch for bridge clearance. It required 
drilling the hole slightly larger.  
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Bridge Clearance 
For our non-flybridge AT34, we have measured the following air draft: 

·  18.5ft  VHF antennas up 
·  15.0ft (VHF down) 
·  13.0ft (Radar mast and VHF down) (I lay the radar mast on a fender when I take it 

down) 
·  11ft 3in (Radar mast removed) (We’ve never had to do this yet!) 

Your height may vary, depending on antennas and stuff aboard. We float 1-2in lower 
than any other AT34 we’ve ever seen….,  

Doors and Windows 

Manufacturers 
Very early AT34s have windows by Western Metals, who are now out of business 
according to Kurt. Hull #10 has these windows, while hull #48 has the AJR windows, so 
there was a changeover at some point in the production.. 
 
From hull #?? up to around Hull#102 (or so ?) 

AJR WINDOWS LTD. 
2116 Kingsway Avenue 
Port Coquitiam, BC Canada V3C 1S2 
Tel. No. (604) 944-1616  
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www.ajr-windows.com 
From Jim Shates AT34 #047 “Annie's Song”:  

“A good contact there is Leanna Papadopoulos.”  
 
Later Tugs have doors and windows from: 

Diamond/Sea-Glaze Manufacturing Ltd. 
26995 Gloucester Way 
Langley, BC Canada V4W 3Y3  
Telephone: (604) 607-0091 or 1-800-770-0455  
Fax: (604) 607-0092  
e-mail: info@diamondseaglaze.com  
http://www.diamondseaglaze.com/ 
 

All the later boats I’ve seen have the makers name clearly etched on the glass. 
 
Russ Zink (AT34 #10 "Forever") said: 

Many of my windows (the Western Metals made version) have jammed closed. 
Kurt says that the glue in the felt track leaches out and makes the windows stick. I 
did try to pry a little space between the two aluminum strips and that seemed to 
help, together  with a massive dose of spray lube. 

 

Keys 
All three doors on the AT34 are keyed alike, and Tomco got two keys with each door – 
for a total of 6 keys for a boat. They keep one on file, and ship 5 with the boat. I bought 
my boat when it was only 6 months old, and the previous owner and/or brokers were 
careless enough to lose 4 of these keys – leaving me with only one when I picked up the 
boat. Klutzes... 

The locks on my doors are Norwegian household locks, marked 'TrioVing'. All the 
locksmiths I visited said they'd heard they were really good, but had never seen one.  

The problem was that they couldn't get blanks in order to cut us some copies.  I quick 
fooling-around and called Kurt at Tomco. Of course, he had a drawer full of key blanks, 
and knew where to get them cut locally. Since I still had one left, he wouldn't let his key 
out of his sight....and I don’t blame him.  

A little WD40 or similar silicon spray into the keyholes and on the jamb, is a good idea.  

Portholes 
Older AT34s have four 8-inch black plastic portholes manufactured by Beckson, which 
have been a source of problems on many boats. They have a history of leaking, probably 
due to the differential expansion of the plastic and fiberglass. I've had mine re-bedded, as 
have many other owners. 

The factory switched to beautiful stainless steel ones from Hood Yacht Systems around 
2005/6 (hull #70-ish maybe ??). I heard a quote of some $1200 for 4 of these..... 
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At a recent boat show I attended, I noticed that there were many vendors with similar 
replacement 8in ports – I think they’re made in China these days.  

New Found Metals (Pt Townsend WA) had nice stainless or bronze version. They were 
about $200 each (and he offered me a discount for 4). They usually make good stuff, and 
it might be better than the Hood version, as they have included an external drain 'lip' to 
route water outwards. To accommodate that lip, you'd need to flatten the bottom of the 
round hole a little.  

If (or when) my ports leak again, I'll probably invest in four of these. 

http://www.newfoundmetals.com/ 

 

Sunshades / Bimini Tops 
Many owners have installed sun-shades or bimini tops on the upper deck of their ATs: 
 

 
The fine art of Relaxing aboard “Oops”. 
 
Randy Guzar (“Heart Tug” AT34-095), a non-flybridge boat, has installed an extension 
cover over the rear deck:  
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He reports it works well, and greatly enhances the use of the cockpit. He was careful to 
get the contours to match the boat: the side-on contour matches the line of the top deck, 
and the aft edge matches the contour of the transom.


