American Tug 34 Owner Experiences

Chapter 15 Interior

Window Shades

These are made by United Shade, Inc. in Elkharatrad Their phone number is 574-
262-0954.

They won't sell direct but will suggest a dealere VWsed Rainbow Shades (574-262-
0954). They make all sizes — the 24" wide by 3@pdmodel fits the rear side pilothouse
windows of an AT34.

The color/pattern code is on a label on the tofnefshade. To see this, unfortunately you
have to remove one by pushing back (towards theaw) on the silver clips behind the
shade, while tilting the shade towards you. Reabge(as they say) is the reverse of
disassembly.

It will require astrong hard pusho get the shade back into the clips, but it gdll...

Window Bug Screens

Can’t figure-out how to remove and clean thesegs®? Me either — until Kurt handed-
out some instructions at a rendezvous. | guessihiees asked before.....

First, stare intently at the bug screen track. €lde is a brush-like material, and the other
is a smooth black plastic ‘L shaped’ track. Omeitthe topr the bottom, the track is
composed of several pieces to facilitate its rerhoMaat is the side to use. Pry these
pieces out carefully, starting with the smallesttithe pieces out, the screen can be slid
into the void and tilted-out. On reassembly, msikee that the L shaped pieces snhap into
the tiny groove in the ledge or they will not bewe (see the pictures below).

SCREEN REMOVED
FOR CLARITY
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PRY OUT HERE

THEN LIFT AND
PULL OUT

Bug Screens for the Doors

| also added screens for the windows in the ddanst out screening material to fit and
sewed the loop side of ¥2-inch non-sticky (sewaldldEro around the screen. | used the
hook side of industrial-strength sticky-back Velammund the windows on the doors. |
found that the industrial-strength Velcro seemstitk better and last longer than the
regular sticky-back Velcro.

| was recently on Hummingbird (AT34-072). Bob anar@yn Hunt have added full size
retractable screens to all of their doors. Theyary nice as they allow the doors to be
completely open with full bug screen protectionogsrthe opening. The screens are
available fromwww.phantomscreens.com

Drawer slides

Manufacturer

It looks like all these drawers (galley, pilothousader-berth etc) on the AT34 and AT41
are made with drawer slides from 'Accuride’. Theyanly have a lifetime warranty, but
the most responsive technical support departmeneber dealt with !

Accuride, Inc.

http://www.accuride.com/

Telephone: 562-903-0200

Fax 562-903-0208

Email technical@accuride.com

The white plastic brackets that hold the slidethéowoodwork are made by Bainbridge.
If these need replacement, they can be ordered from

http://www.bainbridgestore.com/servlet/the-templatarsockets/Page
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Problems

Several AT34’s have reported problems with varidtesvers opening while underway.
i.e. not positively latching closed. The problenthie plastic latching mechanism at the
back of each slid.

Fortunately, it's a replaceable part. The replatektich is the black plastic thing in the
middle of the next photograph.

The inner part on the right is
attached to the drawer itself,
and slides in-and-out.

The curved ramp in that inner
slide engages with a plastic
‘nub’ that provides the latching
force.

The spring provides the last
few inches of pull to the
drawer.

It's harder to describe than to
actually fix. You have to see it
to understand how it works.

On my boat the plastic nub had worn down and thevdr wouldn’t stay closed. | called
Accuride, and they were happy to send me 6 ofdtest design latches (they apparently
had some material problems earlier).

They make two different versions: normal (blackyl dreavy-duty' (gray). Originally,
there was an almost random mixture of the botthe$é¢ on different drawers on my boat.
The small top galley drawer has heavy-duty latcties|arger lower two have standard
latches.

| recommend the heavy-duty version — it has a ggospring. The Accuride part number
is 2336-3019-YE (be sure to specify the heavy-aduay version as they use the same
part number for both).

In 2009 Tom Law reported the part number has beanged to: Model 3832HDSC
http://www.accuride.com/Woodworking/Product/Detaitp?ProductiD=44

Replacement

Pull the offending drawer all the way out and take all the really heavy stuff you
shouldn’t have put in there in the first place...

To remove the drawer you will need to push on
the plastic release catches on either side. These
are shown circled in red in the picture. Push
down on the right hand latch, and up on the left
hand latch. (The two slides are identical, but
installed 180 degrees apart.)
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With the drawer out, you will need to remove thdesbrackets on both sides. Before you
remove the brackets, mark around them so that gouesinstall them in the same
position (i.e. level). There are probably two largerews at the front and two smaller
ones at the back holding the brackets in place.

| found it easiest to remove both slides, but ambyk on one at a time, so | had the other
as reference when | screwed it up. (That, by thg vgaone of the little-known
advantages of a boat with twin engines. But | digre).

The plastic latches are held in place
by four tabs that snap under a ledge
in the metal slide. You need to pry
two of the tabs out on one side, then
slide the plastic latch out.

To replace the slide, put two of the
tabs under the ledge in the mettle
slide and push to snap the other two
tabs under the ledge.

Be sure to get the plastic latch in the
same position as it was when it came
out.

This is not as easy as it sounds.
These puppies are in there pretty
tight. We used a screwdriver to pry the old one out

| put a little silicone lube on the spring, butdudbt that is necessary.

Teak woodwork

The factory recommend re-oiling the interior teakhwviDaly’s Seafin Teak Oil once a
year. Most owners I've spoken to do this in sevseaisions. | found that the first areas to
fail are on the chart table fiddles and the piloi®interior steps.

Larry and Jeannette Maksin, the experts at Dragoddtngs (who actually make and
finish all of the woodwork and cabinetry in our bl&)arecommend:

“Lemon Oil or Teak Oil, but mixing them is not a good idea. Téraon oil will
keep the wood moist & shiny and is probably easierse but the teak oil has a
certain amount of varnish in it, which will protebe wood better.

If the issue is that the teak oil is too thick dradd to use it is probably old and
should get tossed. The difference between fresanailold oil is substantial. And
always dispose of the teak oil rag properly (thay spontaneously combust)!”

| chose to varnish my interior, so that it would need annual maintenance. We did this
on our sailboat and it lasted really well with nniv@il maintenance.

It took probably 60-80 hours in total (I really dowant to know). | put 4 or 5 coats of
Epiphanes rubbed-effect varnish straight over #otofy teak-oiled interior (after first
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wiping it with Epiphanes thinner). | used 3 quait®gether. | had never oiled the
interior, just allowing the oil to slowly wear off\fter 2 or 3 years, it had started to fail
on the chart table fiddles and the pilothouse iotesteps.

The interior came out great - slightly shinier auother than original, but, but I'm not sure
I'd recommend this project. | hope it'll never neefihishing but it was &t of work.

Jim Shates (AT34 #047 “Annie’s Song”) gave us frsat idea (that in turn came from
Scotty, a Nordic Tug owner):

We slid 2 pieces of teak door skin on top of treckl
plastic facing of the fridge, freezer and icemaker.
I cut them from the same piece, so the grain matche

One edge of the door trim comes off with two scréws
allow for easy access.

I have an icemaker, and did that the same way.

| finished the wood to match the rest of the imterlt
looks great, and was simple and cheap to do.

Teak Flooring

The flooring in an AT34 is normally carpet, withemak-and-holly wood floor in the head.
Matching wood floors can be ordered in the pilod®and main salon as a factory
option.

Len and Mary Gullickson opted to install aftermdreak flooring in their tug (“Proud
Mary” AT34-. The results are shown in the follogipicture. They were extremely
happy with the results.
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The 5/8” thick solid teak and maple flooring wasnuactured by Teak Decking
Systems (TDS) in Sarasota FL. Their web pagewsvw.teakdecking.com

They require templates for the flooring area ifythaven’t worked on that boat before.
Len and Mary made these out of thin plywood doansk

The approximate number of hours to install thegerf in the salon, pilothouse and steps
in-between was approximately 120 hours, and thewas approx $10,000.

The turnaround time to manufacture the pre-cutrft@pwas 10 weeks, so figure on 12
weeks total or so for the complete project.

In brief, the steps are:
Remove the original carpet and clean-up the floor.
Make templates.
Send or deliver templates to Teak Decking Systems.
Install the new teak floor pieces
Sand and refinish the teak with sealer

There is a full 7-page article on this installatmmthe ATUGOA website.

Condensation under bunk

This happens on all boats, due the warming andrapof the air. The factory now install
Hypervent on newer boats — a %" mat of coiled pidbtat separates the colder surface of
the bunk from the mattress.

This can be ordered by the roll from:
http://www.hyperventmarine.com/
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Kurt's Tip: Try putting one of the plastic toolbaxérom the pilothouse steps) under t
bunk every morning to air it out.

Pilot House Foot Ralls

We had an unfortunate incident in which a somewdrge friend of ours was visiting us
on the boat. He stepped on the foot rail undeptlo¢ house seat in order to sit on the
seat and ended up ripping the bar out. We weresuklprised, to say the least to discover
that it was only held in place by screws rathenthaing thru-bolted.

No real harm done — but he was a bit embarrasseddried the holes a bit larger and
installed ¥4 inch bolts with large fender washerdrainside. It was easy to get at the
back by removing the panels in the front of thdsea
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